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TO 


The Right Honourable. 


S"-'T homas Lane, 


LORD MAYOE 


OF 


The City of LONDON. 


M7 LORD; 


O- many Excellent Diſcourſes have 
been already written againſt Scep=- 
ririſm, and in Defence of Chriſtianty, 


that I might juſtly be deterr'd from coming 
after 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
after Others, if the Command of that 
Honourable Court, where Your 
Loxdſhip fo worthily Prefides ,, had 
not calhtd for the Publication of this. 
Sermon. I could not foreſee , 1t 
baud be longer-hivd than many better - 
 Compoſures of this Kind ; which, after 
they have ſervd for an Hour's A= 
muſement, are thrown aſide, and- vanſb 
with the Breath of the Preacher : and 
therefore was not much concern'd to grove 
that Turn and Air, that i piven to 

Things, which, from their. Firft Concep= 


tion, are deſiend for the Preſs. Such 
as tr, I leave it ta God's Bleſſing: ear= 
neſtly wiſhing that it ny conduce to ſettle 
the Minds of thoſe who ſball chance to 
read it, in an bearty Belief of that Holy 
Religion, mbich:God has Reveal d unto us. 
by. his. Son, and coufirm'd by the Miniſtry 
of the PAR ACLET.; mboſe Miraculous 
Effuſjou. on the Apoſtles, and Ng 

en, 


XUM 


XUM 


© The Epiſtle Dedicatory. = 
Men, tn the Firſt Apes of the Church, we 


commemorate at this Time : And ma 
that Bleſſed Spirit guide us into all 
Truth *: T an, © Jeblavll 13 


MY LORD, 


YOUR LORDSHIP's 


Moſt Humble, and 


Moſt Obedicnt Scryant, 


Whitſun-Eve, 
169 5. 
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JOHN. xY1. 7, 8, 9, 1o, 11. 
- Boing pare of the Golpel of the Day: 


7. Nenertbelss, L.tell:you the Trath , it is expe- 
dient for youthat I go away : tor if I go not a 
- may,heComforter will not come unto you : but 
if Idepan, 4 will: ſend him unto you. 
3. td whenhe is come, he will reprove the world 
of Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, aud of Judgment: 
g- Of Sin, becanſe they believe not on me , 
10- Of Righreouſneſs, becauſe I go to my Father, 
and ye fee me no more; 


11. Of Fudgment, becauſe the Prince of this 
world j is jud, udged 


HESE arethe Words of our Bleſſed 


Saviour co his Diſciples, when he was 


ing to kave them, and to depart 
no. the World. He had fulfill'd 


all that belong'd co his Propherick Office by a 


the Will of God to Mankind: He had gather'd 


a Church : He had ordain'd Apoſtles and Teach- 
ers: Nothing remain'd but that he ſhould fuffer, 


and recurn to his Farther that had ſent him. And 


W--; now 


Three Years Miniſtry on Earth : He had __ 
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now theretore, having lov'd his own which were in 


(«) Job. xiii.1. eþe [orld unto the end ( a.) , he calls them together 


before his Paſſion, cats his laſt Supper with chem, 
and in the moſt tender and moving Words that 
ever Man ſpake, I mean in that admirable Dil- 
courſe containd in This andithe Three forego» 
ing Chapters, acquaints them with his going a- 
way from them. Theſc were ſad News to the 
Diſciples, and their Griet | was. extream. on; this 
Accaſion. They had forſaken all ro follow him, 
and now in requital he was going; to leave them : 
They had drawn upon them the Hatred of. the 
World by adhering ro him, and they were ſure 
ro meet with nothing but Perſecution from it af- 
ter. he was gone: Which way ſoever they look'd, 
they had but a Proſpe&t of dark. and. gloomy 
Days coming upon them: and this mightily de- 
jected them, and fill'd their Minds with melan. 
choly Boadings and Apprehenſions of what might 
befall them, when they ſhould be depriv'd of the 
Support they now recciv'd from his Preſence a- 
mong them. * Our Lord bids them not to be trou- 


(5) Joh. xiv. 1. bled at his Departure (b ); for he would be fo far 


from leaving them (as they fear'd) helpleſs and a- 


(s) © «24a lone (c), expos'd to the Fury and the. Rage of the 


World, that he would ſend them the Comforter, 
as ſoon as he was aſcended unto his Father, the 
| Glorious 
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Glorious Spiric of God, who would be a mighty 
Succour and Defence to them, and would abide 


and continue for ever with them (4). Ir was this (a) ver. 16. 


Blefled Spirit (he goes on to tell them) that was 
to plead and to maintain his Caule againſt the 
World that had rejefted him, bur could not come 


down till be was glorified ( e): Therctore ic was (4) Job. vii.zg. 


neceſlary he ſhould ſpeedily go away to ſend him 
down on Earth, that he might vindicate him a- 
mong Men, ſhew them 'their Infidelity in nor 
believing on him, their Cruelty and Injuſtice in 
Crucifying of him, afſure them of his Divinity 
and Exalcation at: the Right Hand of God, and 
ſeverely avenge him on all his Enemies, the Devil 
eſpecially, the chief Author of his Death and of 
his Sufferings. Nevertheleſs, I tell you the Truth ; 
{t is expedient for you that I go-away: \ For if 1 go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if 1 
depart, 1 will ſend him unto you. Or, I will ſend 
him down from on High upon you, for ſo much 


the Word imports in the Original f. And when }, Nuts 4v- 
he is come, he will reprove the World of Sin, and of uas. Suaſ o« 


Righteouſneſs , and of Judgment: Of Sin , becauſe 
they believe not on me; Of Righteouſneſs, becauſe 1 
go to my Father, and ye ſee me no more; Of Jude- 
ment, becauſe the Prince of this World is judged. 


B 2 I am 
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I am fall'nthis Day on one of the moſt Difficule 
Fexts of Scripture, It has puzz''d the Learned'ft 
Men to find our the true Senſe and Meaning of 

*% their Amo. this place. The Incomparable Grotus, and che 
ratios on the Excellent Dr. Hammend, have, in my Judgment, 
given the beſt Lighr to it, as they have done to 
many other Obſcure Paſlages of the Sacred Oracles. 

The Difficulty that is in theſe Words lies-notin 
the Promiſe which our B. Saviour makes to his 
Diſciples of ſending them the Comforter after his 
Departure ; for that's plain enough, and ir was 
exactly accompliſhed fome rime after , vizz/ on 
the Day of Pentecoft : but in che Effects he tells 
them that Bleſſed Spirit would produce in the 
World at his Coming. 4nd when he i. come, he 
will reprove the World of Sin, and. of Righteouſneſs, 
and of Judgment : Of-Sm, becauſe they believe not on 
me; Of Righteouſneſs, becauſe I go to my Father, and 
Fe ſee me no more ; Of Judgment, becauſe the Prince 
of this World is judged. Theſe are the Words which 
I deſign-+more particularly to treat of at this time. 
I ſhall firſt briefly explain chem, and then enlarge 
further upon them. 

You mult note then that our B. Saviour makes 
alluſion here to the Jewiſh way of pleading Cau- 
ſes, and managing Actions and Suits at” Law after 
the mode of the Courts, and the method of the 

Public 


| of» | 
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Public Judicatories among that People in thoſe 
Daics. All the Words and the Terms here us'd 
are properly Words and Terms of Law ; which 
leems not to have been Underftood by common 
Expolitors. There were Three ſorts of Actions 
uſual among the Jews in our Saviour's time, all 
which are alluded ro by him in this place. The 
Firſt were thoſe that conſiſted in Condemning and 
Puniſhing Sinners and Offenders againſt God : 
as, Blaſphemers of his moſt Holy Name ; Falſe 
Prophets, that feduc'd the oY” , pretending 
they came from God when he had not lent them ; 
and the like: Theſe they call'd Actions concern- 
ing Sm +; that is, Sin by way of Eminency, Sin + zur 
that ſtruck directly and immediately at the Ho. 7 «v«/ies 
nour, Veracity; -or any other of the Attributes of 
God; - The Next were thoſe that confiſted in pro- 
teRing and defending Innocent Perſons from the 
Oppreſſions and Vexacions of other Men ; which 
therefore they call'd Aftions concerning Righte- 
ouſneſs ||. The Laſt were when they demanded j,>1ryy + 
Vengeance, 'and urg'd the benefit of that great Tf! ©xaner 
Law of Reraliation, exprels'd in Leviticus ( f ), (41 .gy. .. 
and menrion'd elſewhere ('g ) , agamſt thoſe that ( 2 ) Exod. 
had injur'd them; by which Law it was ordained ix. as Marr. 
thar whoever wrong'd another, it ſhould be re. * = 
paid back to him: in che fame kind : "Theſe they 

| | call'd 
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— 


* p222y call'd Actions .concerning Judgment F. To me - 

T4 aginws it is very evident that our B. Saviour in the Text 
alludes to theſe Three ſorts of Actions (as he doth 
frequently in the Goſpel ro many other Civil and 
Religious Cuſtoms that were in uſe among the 
Jew} in his time) and applies them co the manner 
of the H. Ghoſt's vindicating him, and pleading 
his Caule againſt the. World at his Deſcenr. 

The word PARACLET in the Original is ano- 
ther Key to unlock this difhiculc Text. If I go not 
away, © MAPAKAHTOE ex tAwWrle,, the PARACLET 
will not come unto you. For tho' the Word be 
commonly render'd The Comforter, it ſ1gniftes al- 
lo an Advocate, one that acts, ſollicits, and pleads 
for another: and the Jews (I mean the Jews Helle- 
niſts, tor the Word in its primitive Derivation is 

+4naparan-a Greek Word +) us'd it generally in this Senle. 
 frqu 'Tis according to this known Acceptation of the 
pus Jace” word in his time that St. Jobn, for inſtance, calls 


£e5,c- 444 our B. Saviour himſelf Our PARACLET (bh): If 


nn pro Conlo- any mat ſm, lays he, NAPAKAHTON ue mege + 


ook TATE, We have a PAR ACLET with the Father, 
Gror in Joan. Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous : that is, (as our own 


xiv. 16. 


Paacte. T ranllation renders it) We have an Advocate with 


TUS Judewen, the Father , one that will plead and defend our 


TVs S-meri- Caulc at the Bar of Heaven, even the Lord Jeſus, 


Juchaſn. 228. who for this end is gone up on High, and fits at 


ſolatorem /ig- the 


= RY 
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the Right Hand of God. And as the Jews call'd nificar fed Ad- 


vocatum, aut 


him that pleaded for another, MAPAKAHTOE +, fatronum. | 


fo him that pleaded. againft him, and was his Lib. 1V. ad 


X1V. 


adverſe Party, they call'd K2-4926. ||, the' Accn- (apr Fp-ik 1 
ſer: which is the very Name given to the Devil | WD. 
in the Revelation (i); He is there call'd K2-92& (7) xii 16. 
ras 43>pav, the Aceuſer of the Brethren, Theſe Two 

do very appolicely n___ and illuſtrate each o- 

ther : As 'tis the Part of the Infernal Spirit to be the 
K27T1z9g&,, the Hccuſer of Good Men, ſo'tis the Of- 

fice of the H, Ghoſt to be their NAPAKAHTOS, that 

is, their Advocate, and their Defender. The Jews 

havea Saying, Thar he that does one Precept of the t w2pn 
Law, gets bm PARACLIT EHAD +, an Advocate, * 
that will intercede to God for him: But he that 1 wwop 


tranſgreſſes. one Precept of the Law, gets him Katigot- « p;c1 an 


pu keAvoth. 
Ehad ||, an Accuſer, that will-charge and impeach —_— 
him before God $. Our B, Saviour liv'd _ . the Hebrzor Cap 
Jews, and expreſs'd himlelf as they did ; therefore 1 Buxtorf. Flo- 


doubt not, but 'this is the Notion. he had of the 3/%.im pre. 


ad wvocem Pre- 


Word PARACLET inthe Text: which according. *P->e77: 
ly Beza, in his Latin Verſion, renders Advocatus; Nift 

abiero Advocatus ille non. veniet ad vos. Grotius ſays the 

old Latin Interpreters render'd it conſtantly chus +. },Annot 2 


Joan. xiv. 16. 
The word frequently occurrs in the ancient Greek Claſſical Writers, in the Senſe 
whereinwe now take it, of aw Advocate, or Interceſſir. Vid. Budzi Comment. Ling. 
Grec. Edit. Parif. An. MDXLVIIL. pag. 802, 803. Ubi multa annorantur es 
Zſchin. Demoſth. Iſocr. &c. 
Terrull. Lib. de Monogamii. Cap. II. In hoc quoque P AR ACLETUM agnoſcer, 
debes Adroocarumy gud & 1414 Continent la infirmitaiem tugm excuſat. 


Further, 
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Further, that which our B. Szviour fays the 
 H. Ghoſt would do at his Coming, proves thar 
-he intended to ſpeak of him in this Senſe, and in 
this Notion, -of an Advocate. And when he tis come, 
lyk * wir, be will reprove the World. The word 
ily is of the nature of the Former, and pro- 

* Yerbum bee perly belongs to an Advocate ®, who pleads the 
reſpon: He Caule of his Client with ſuch Force of Argument, 
— and ſuch Evidence of Truth, that he confounds 
ne conſerms the x59». or Adverſary, Silences him that ' 
"om pleads on the oppoſite fide, The Word is us'd in 
(#) Tit. i. 9. this Senſe by St. Paul ( k ), when he ſays that the 
Duty of a Chriſtian Biſhop, is to hold faſt the faith- 
full Word, as he has been taught, that he may be able 
by ſound Dore, both to Exhort, 8, Tv avlAtgornes 
Dllyw, and to Convince the Gainſayers. That is, ſo 
to plead the Cauſe of God and Religion, that he 
may ſtop the Mouths of all chat peak againſt 
them. 

Theſe Remarks may not poflibly ſeem ſo pro- 
per in a Diſcourſe of this Nature ; but they were 
neceſlary to clear the Text. And now we may 
underſtand the words of our B. Saviour, as if he 
had ſpoke to his Diſciples in this manner. 
« TheH. Ghoſt, whom I muſt ge away to ſend 
«* down upon Earth, beſides what he will do 
« more immediately for you, My Friends! whom - 

« he 
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he will never leave, as I mult leave you now, 

will be my PARACLET, my - Advocate, a- 
ainſt the World when - he comes; He will 

plead and he will defend my Caule, and. he 

will lay in Three Actions agaiaft it in my 

Name. The Firſt will be concerning Sin *, * Ny} duagr- 

The World, you know, has rejected: me as a ® ® 

Blaſphemer (1), and a Seducer, and a Falſe (1) pa.ix.. 

Prophet, and a Sinner againſt God. But when —_ 

the H. Ghoſt comes down, he will charge the 

World with Infidelity at my Suir for not Be- 

lieving on me He will demonſtrate that I am « #7 5 a5w- 

the Chriſt, the anointed! of God, promiſed to ©” ** * 

the Fathers, forerold by the Scriptures, and ſo 

long expected by all the Nations of the Earth; 

and therefore chat 'tis not I, but they, viz; the 

World, thar'is guilty. of Sin and Blaſphemy a- 

gainſt God, for refuſing to believe on him- whom 

he has ſent. Another Aion which the H. 

Ghoſt, my PARACLET, will pur in againſt 

the World on my behalf, will be concerning 


Righteouſneſs. The World has treated me as *ne.; aan 


the moſt flagitious Malefactor : I have been ©" 3— 

tax'd of ſome of theblackeſt and fouleſt Crimes: 

I have been traduc'd for a Sabbath-Breaker {m), (m ) Luke vi. 

a Glutton, a Wine-Bibber,. a \friend of Publicans — ii. 14. 

and Sinners (n); and in few days ye-ſhall fee @)— vii 34. 
C [< me 


IO 
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(e) Matt. xxvi. 
65, Oc. 


* on Tg&s 7 
Tz THg4 ou Y- 
Ta). 


* X, 8%, ©71 
IIOCHTE (its 


(p) Mat. xxviu. 
18, 


|| Fatebitur | 


MunJus me ve- 
re juſtum fuiſſe, 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


C 


AR 


me put to Death as a Robber and a Thief (0). 
Bue when the H. Ghoſt, my PARACLET, 
comes down, he will aflerc my Innocency a- 
gainſt the unjuſt Calumnies of the World : He 
will convince it of my Righteouſneſs: He will 
ſhew the wrong that has been done me, and 
how undeſervedly it is that I have ſuffter'd all 
theſe things from the hands of finfull and un- 
gratefull Men. If you ask how the H. Ghoſt 
will do this, that will be by publiſhing art his 


Deſcent how God has glorihed me *, rais'd 


me from the Grave where the Malice and Cru- 
elty of the World had laid me, reftor'd me to 
a Life Glorious and Immortal, taken me up in- 
ro the Manſions of the Bleſſed above, fo that 
from henceforth ye ſee me no more, exalted me at 
his Right Hand and on his own Throne, reſign'd 
the Soveraignty and the Empire of the Uni- 
verſe into my hands, and given me all Power in 
Heaven and in Earth (p). This will be aclear 
Proof of my Innocency, ſince 'ris not to be ſup- 
pos'd that the moſt Holy and Juſt God would 
reward my Suffterings with ſo great a Glory, 
if I were a wicked Man and a Sinner : He 
would leave me in my Grave, and under the 
Power of Death, if the World had juſtly con- 
demn'd me, Now who fitter to convince the 

« World 


XUM 
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&« World of this New Glorious Life of mine, and gieetne mus 
« Exalcation at the Right Hand of my Father, . {1% 
« than the H. Ghoſt, who, coming down from 53%.5 
« Heaven, ought beſt tro know what has been 
« done there, and is beſt able to declare it to 
« the World ? One Action more which the H. - 
« Ghoſt, my PARACLET, will pur in againſt 
« the World on my behalf, will be concerning 
« Judgment *. He will demand Vengeance, and * ne 5 «e- 
« urge the Great Law of Retaliation againſt it. 
« You have ſeen how the World has us'd me. 
cc *Tis but juſt it ſuffer the Puniſhment due to its 
« Unbelief and Cruelty rowards Me; and that 
« it will moſt eminently do when the H. Ghoſt 
« comes down. For he will avenge me on all 
« mine Enemies, thoſe that triumph and rejoyce 
« now in my Shame, and in my Sufferings. He 
« will avenge me eſpecially on the Devil, the 
« Prince of this World ®, the chief Author and con- * 3: 4 2+ 
« triver of my Dearth. He will deſtroy his King: %;0,,reire. 
« dot, 'and'execute ſo remarkable a Judgment wh 
« 1pon him,” that the whole World ſhall be afto- 
« nifh'd at it, and my Name ſhall be glorthed 
«' annong' Men. This will the H. Ghoft'! do, 
& All theſe mighty Things will he bring co paſs 
*« athis Coming ;" Therefore when I ſay unco you 
« thatI go to fend him, »f ye loved me ye would re- 
| GC 3 &« 7oyce, 


UM 
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(#)Jok.xiv.28. © joyce (q), and not mourn at my Departure. 
And when he is come, be will reprove the World of Sin, 
and of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment : Of Sm, be- 
cauſe they believe not on me; Of Righteouſneſs, be- 

' cauſe 1 go to my Father, arid ye ſee me no more ; Of 
Judgment, becauſe the Prince of this World # judged. 
This I take ro be the meaning of theſe Words, 
which I ſhall now apply my ſelf ro conſider more 
particularly. 


I. The Firſt Thing that Our B. Saviour tells his 
Diſciples, the H. Ghoſt, his PARACLET, 
would reprove or convince the World 'of at his 
Coming, is Sin, for not believing on. him. 


When the Son of God came into the World, 

though all the Characters that had been given of the 

Meſſiah in the Books and Oracles of the ancient 
Prophets . were molt exactly fulfll'd in his Perſon, 

he was nevertheleſs rejected by the World, as tho' 
()Matt.xxvii.he had been a Deceiver (r),. and had deſign'd to 
hs put a Trick upon it. The Miracles' which. he 
wrought were the great Evidences that he brought 

£0 prove the Divine Authority, of his Mifion,,; and 

he frequently appeals to, chem.jin the Goſpel. If 

T do not the Works . of my Father, believe me not : 

But if I do, though you believe not me, believe the 


Works. 
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Works ( / )- But what cffect had theſe Miracles upon (7) job.x. 37, 


the World 2 Some indeed confeſs'd that no man 


could do them, except God were with him (t ): but.&) Jeb. iii. 2. 


Ochers turn'd the Argument againſt him, and ſaid 
they were done by the Power of Charms and 
Enchantments, by a Pa&t and Colluſfion with che 
Devil. Fe caſts out Devils by Beelzebub the Prince 


of the Devils (u). Thus the World did not be- (*) Math. xi. 
lieve on him. Though he had done ſo many Miracles Luke xi.og] 

before, them, lays the Sacred Record ( x ), yet they (+) john xii. 
believed not on him. That the Saying of Eſaias the 3" ©* 


Prophet || might be fulfilled, which be ſpake, Lord, | ji. 


who hath believed our Report * Theſe things ſaid Elai- 
as, when be ſaw his Glory, and ſpake of him. 

He therefore tells his Diſciples in the Text, that 
the H. Ghoſt at his Coming would convince the 
World of what it would not now believe : would 
put the Truth of his Miſſion in ſuch an open Day, 
that the World ſhould not any longer be able to 
deny. him. It may indeed ſeem a matter of juſt 
Wonder, how the H. Ghoſt at his Coming ſhould 
demonſtrate the Truth of our Saviour's Miſſion 
with greater Force and Evidence than he had done 
himſelf. . - Bur *ris'moſt certain the H. Ghoſt (the 
PARACLET ) did it, and that eſpecially Two 


waies. 


Firſt, 


C_ W " 
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t"0r ss n Furſt, By doing more and Greater Miracles 4 
% irs 29- on Earth, by the hands of the Apoſtles, after his 


7% JivnTAa, 


ode fus]e 71 Deſcent upon them, than our Lord himlelf had 
=»4i2477e- done before in the Days of his Fleſh. The won- 


ra,&c. D.Cr 


oft. Hom. derfull Gift of Tongues beftow'd on the Apoſtles, 
\xxvii. in Jo on the Day of Pentecoſt, being One of thoſe Great- 
er Miracles of the H. Ghoſt. That aftew poor Ga- 

lileans, who before ſpake only the rude Dialect of 

their Province, and by their uncouth Speech be- 

(.}) Mar. xvi. wray d themſelves (y) where-ever they went, as 
hs Peter did to the Damſe! and ochers in the High 
Prieſt's Houle, Thou art a Galilean, thy Speech a- 

(z) Mark. xiv. greeth thereto ( 4): That theſe Men, I ſay, ſhould 
o in an inſtant, without Study, meerly through a 
ſudden Impulſe or Inſpiration of che H. Ghoſt, be 

| heard to ſpeak accurately and elegantly all the 
Various and the moſt Learned Languages of the 

World, and going to the utmoſt Bounds and Ex- 

tremities ofthe Earth, ſhould declare ro every Na- 

tion in its own proper Tongue the wonderfull Works 

(-) AQsii. 11. of God (a), was certainly a New and Unheard- 
of Miracle ; ſuch a Miracle as the World had not 

been acquainted with before. Are not they which 

ſpeak Galileans * ſay the Multitudes: Flow then hear 

we every Man mm our own Tongue wherem we were born 

(-) ivid verſ: ( þ)? Our Blefled Lord himſelf, the Word and Wil- 
= dom of the Father, never ſpake but one Language 
only, 


X UM 


XUM 
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only, during the whole Time that he liv'd among 
Men, viz; the Vulgar Syro-Chaldean +, us'd through- t ” 3; xxvii. 
out the Region which he honour'd with his Refi. Mick vi % 


dence and Miniſtry, The ſpeaking of diverſe kinds 

of Tongues by the Spirit ( c ) was a Miracle reſery*d (+) * Cor. xit. 
to be the Crown and Perfe&tion of all others * 
wrought under former Diſpenſations, and was 
particularly delign'd to make good thoſe fo very 
remarkable Words of our Saviour to his Diſciples 

(4), He that believeth on me, the Works that T do (a)Joh-xiv.12. 
ſhall he do alſo, AND GREATER WORKS 

THAN THESE SHALL HE DO ll be- || T&7% 75 59- 


cauſe 1 go unto my Father. Nor does is any x odpeSparat o 


ly Tyv xoviy 
ways lefſen the Glory of our Saviour's Miracles ; PIE 
becauſe whatever the H. Ghoſt did by the Apo- 7%; mippiile Xeagis 


Ad ANTE, * 


{tles, the great Eng thereof was to corroborate our ultra "F,; 


'Q 
Saviour s Miracles, and to bear Teſtimony to the xp tas y 1 


Truth of every Thing he did or ſpake whileſt he #$%=* 7 


a. Sum, 479 
abode upon Earth. IWhen the PARACLET #« os ws 
come, whom I will ſend from the Father, he ſhall te. Sto. Paulo A- 


olo Hom. 


ſtifie of me (e): And in the Words after the Text, Pk in Ep, 


Ele ſhall glorifie me ( f ). le was indeed that admi- wn med 


rable Knowledge of Tongues and Languages pI am, 


which che Apoſtles receiv'd from the H. Ghoſt, 


that enabled them to propagate as they did the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, that raughe every Mouth to 
Confeſs him, that got him Proſelytes trom all Na- 


tions 


16 
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(p) Luk. xxiv. 
49. 
AQts 1. 4. 


tions under the Sun, and thar in very little time 
madethe Glory and Reputation of his Name fly 
over all parts ofthe Univerle. 

Secondly, The Coming of . the PARACLET 
made it impoſſible for the World any longer to 
deny our Saviour, another way : And that was by 
his very Coming down, abſtracting from the 
Miracles which he wrought afterwards. - Thus. 
Our Saviour pleaded that he was a true Prophet, 
ſent from God, and he foretold many things that 
ſhould come to pals, whereof this was one: Thar 
as ſoon as he was aſcended unto his. Father, the 
H. Ghoſt ſhould come down, and the Effects of 
it ſhould be (cen viſibly in the World. He bad 
his Apoſtles not to depart from Jeruſalem, uncill chey 
were enducd with Power from on High ( g). The 
H. Ghoſt therefore coming down as he had fore- 
told, deſcending on the Apoſtles, and. exerting 
his mighty Power in chem immediately upon it; 
what was this but a moſt Signal Teſtimony that 
our Saviour was a true Prophet, and that conſe- 
quently they were guilty of | very great Sm that 
did not believe on him * 

But now to dilcourle particularly of this Glori- 
ous Delcent of the H. Ghoſt, to relate the Man- 
ner of it, the Circumſtances that attended it, is 
neither the Buſineſs of the Text nor of the Day. 


"Tis 


_ th: Lord Mayor, 4pr. 21. 1695. 
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'Tis a Subject proper for the Great Solemnity 
that is approaching, upon which I ſhall not Anti- 
cipate. Bur I muſt crave your Acteation to the 
Matters now before us. 


I. The Next Thing that our B. Saviour tells his 
Diſciples the H. Ghoſt, his PARACLET, 
would reprove. or convince the World of at his 
Coming, is Righteouſneſs: chat is, His Righ- 
teouſneſs , our Saviour's Righteouſneſs ; be- 
cauſe (laies he) I go to my Father, and ye 
fee me no more, 


The World not- only rejefted our Saviour, as 
to his Office ; bur likewiſe alpers'd his Innocency, 
as to: his. Life and Converſation among Men. 
Falſe Witneſſes did riſe up , they laid to my charge 
things that I knew not, lays David ( h ), ſpeaking (b)PCxxxv.rr. 
Propherically of him. He was the Lamb of God, M**-zwi.59. 
without blemiſh, and without ſpat (i). Who did no): ver.i. rg. 
Sin, neither was Guile found im his Mouth (k). And (@ —i;. ., 
yet how barbarouſly was he us'd by the Tongues iii s- 
of Mcn ? His very beſt Actions were 'cenlur'd, 
and cavil'd at. He was reckon'd among the Tranſ- 
grefſors (1): He bare the Sms and Iniquities of 15 (1) Luke xxii. 
all (m): He had his Grave with the Wicked (n) : and 16 jii. 12, 
he was at laſt cut off from the Earch, as tho' ' he 7) bis verl 
D had (n) Verſ g. 
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had been guilty of Crimes which nothing bur his 
Blood could expiate. 

Our Lord then tells his Diſciples in the Texc, 
that the H. Ghoſt at his Coming would Convince 
the World of his Righteouſneſs , or Innocency , 
which was then Eclips'd, as it were, by the Ca- 
lumnies and the Obloquies of Men ; but would 
be clearly manifeſted to all, and would ſhine our 
again to a perfect day, at the Coming of the H. 
Ghoſt. But how ſhould the H. Ghoſt Convince 


the World of our Saviour's Innocency ? Becauſe 


(ſays he) I go to my Father, and ye ſee me no more, 


* Teri, in That is, by publiſhing at his Deſcent, how that 
2 — 7 mg our Saviour was aſcended unto his Father, - fo as 
Ce tn; we ſee him now no more on Earth, and urging 


eur, 7d Tejet  - 6 ; | 
==7icx: mres- This as the great Argument of his moſt Righteous 


folt.in.lo. and Holy Life. And this the H. Ghoſt ſhould 
do by the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, and the 
py Power with which he ſhould go along 
with them in the whole Courſe of it; giving them 
full Evidence of the Truth of theſe Things, and 
enabling them to convince others of them ; and 
the World ſhould not be able co ſtand our againſt 
the Force of their Teſtimony. 
How this was perform'd by the Apoſtles, at 
the Deſcent of the H. Ghoſt, we have an ample 
Account in Scripture, This was ſo remarkably 


fulfll'd, 


XUM 
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fulfill'd, that on the very Day on which the Spi- 
rit of God deſcended upon theſe Holy Men, viz; 
the Day of Pentecoſt, the Firſt Thing they did, was 
to Vindicate our Saviour's Innocency againſt the 
Jews, by theſe ſame Arguments of his Reſurrecti- 
on from the Dead, and Exaltation at the Right 
Hand of God. For when great Multitudes flock'r 
ro the place where they were aflembled, 'cis ſaid 
that Peter ſtanding up with the Eleven, ſpake in this 


manner (0). Ne Men of l{racl, hear theſe words ; (s) Ads ii. 2+. 


Jelus of Nazareth, a Man approved of God among 
you, by Miracles, and Wonders , and Signs, which 
God did by bim in the midſt of you, as ye your ſelves 


alſo know : Him being delivered by the determinate — 11. 


Counſel and Foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and 
by wicked hands have Crucified and Slain : Whom God — :4 
bath raiſed up, having looſed the pains of Death ; be- 
cauſe it was not poſſible that be ſhould be holden of it. 
This Jeſus hath God raiſed up, whereof we are all —12. 


Witneſſes. And being by the Right Hand of God ex- —33- 


alted, and having received of the Father the Promiſe of 
the, H. Ghoſt, be hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee 


and hear. Therefore let all the Houſe of lrael know — 6. 


aſſuredly, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus whom 
ye have Crucified , both Lord and Chriſt. Now, 
what was the Effect of this Diſcourſe Was any 


body convinc'd of our Saviour's Innocency by it ? 
D 2 Re:d 


Ry 


Alt 
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(p) Veil. 37: Read what follows (p), When they heard this, they 


were pricked in their hearts, and ſaid unto Peter, and 
to the reſt of the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what 


ſhall we do * O the Mighry Power of the Spirit 


of God | which brought the very Murtherers of 
our Lord, thoſe who but few daies before had ſo 
bitterly revil'd him , and perſecuted him to the 
Death, to acknowledge his Innocency and their 
Guile, and come trembling and crying, at the feer 
of his Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what fhall we 
do ? | 

Here indeed it was that the Bleſſed Apoſtles 
Conquer'd and overcame the World ! Where. 
ever they went, this was the thing they confſtant- 
ly Preach'd, and enforc'd on the Belief of Man- 
kind : That it was no-{trange thing that a Good 
Man ſhould Suffer ; That Jeſus was a Righteous, 
and an Innocent Perſon; "That the Ignominions 
Death he had been put to, was no Argument at 
all of his Guilc, bur of che implacable Malice of 
his Enemies, whoſe horrible Hypocriſy drew from 
him thoſe ſharp but juſt Reproofs that in Re- 
venge made them ſeek his Deſiruion If any 
doubted it, they bade him conſider how God had 
glorified him afrer Deach, crown'd him with Ho. 
nour in the Higheſt Heavens, who had been fo 
ll intreated, and ſo ſhamefully reproached upon 


Earth : 


Xl 


XUM 
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Earth : Seated ' him on his own Throne, far a- 
bove all Angels, and Principalities, and Powers, and 
Mights, and Dominions, and every Name (q) , who (9) Eph. « 
had been deſpiſed and rejefted of Men (7). For it (516. wii. 3, 
was moſt cerrain God had rais'd him from the 
Dead. They ſaw him, ſpake with him, eat and 
drank with him after his Reſurre&ion many days (/): (/) Luk. zxiv. 
They conch'd him, and handd him (t) : They thruſt Job-xxz us, 
their hands into his Side, and they put their  ſogers into (5) Luke xxiv.- 
his very Wounds (un): So that they were ſure it was yur xxviig. 
a Real Body which they beheld and felr, and not Jo 25. 
a Spirit or a Phancaſm- that deluded them ; and 
thac it was the very ſelf-lame Body which had 
been dead and breathleſs before,. char was now 

uick and alive.again; for another Body could 
not have had the Prints, and the Marks, and the 
Scars upon it which they ſaw. As for his AL. 


cenſion into Heaven, and his Sefſion ar che Righr 


Hand of God, it was as Certain and Undoubred . 

as his ReſurreRion from the Dead. For after he. 

had remain'd on Earth forty daies (x), both to (*)Advir&e. 
afſure ther by many infallible Proofs that he was © 
indeed riſen, andto inſtru them in the Thmgs per- 

taming to the Kingdom of God, he aſſembled them on 

che Mount of Olives, where, after he had bleſſed 

them, whileſt he was yer ſpeaking unto them, and 


they bebeld him, he was taken up, and a Cloud received. 


ho. 
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(y) ABs i. 10, 
I1. 


+ 3s ſoma Anci- 
ent Hereticks 
thought. 


- &y £2974 Agu- 
xy. ibid. 


(z) Heb. ix 8, 


(s) Afts 1.11. 


him out of their fight. They ſaw him viſibly mounr 
up, and take his Flight towards the Manſions of 
Ecernal and Immortal Bliſs. And tho' he was 
able in a moment, in the rwinkling of an Eye, 
to have paſled from the Earth to the Higheſt Hea- 
ven, he ſer out at firſt and march'd up but ſlow. 
ly, ſo that they ſtood gazing up a long while after 
him as be went up (y), that they might the better 
obſerve his Aſcending. And leit it ſhould be 
chought that he had been only carried up in the 
Air +, and there lefc in ſome of thole Wild and 
Unknown Regions, two Angels came down in 
bright and ſhining Apparel *, who moſt exprelly al- 
ſur'd them, that our Everlaſting High-Prieft was 
entred into the Holieſt of all (x), 'the Third and 
Inmoſt Heaven, where is the Throne of God on 
which he was to fir, and that they ſhould ſee him 
one day come down from thence im like manner as 
they had now ſeen him taken up (a), namely, when 
he ſhould return to Judge che World. Thus did 
theſe Holy Men, by the mighty Power of the Spi- 
rit of God, which ſtrengthen'd chem in an excra- 
ordinary manner, upbraid the World with its 
Cruelry and Injuſtice co their Lord, by ſhewing 
how God had Juſtified him, tho Men haa Con. 


demn'd him. He was indeed for a while of no re- 


(4) Phil. ii. 7- putation, lays St. Pal (b), and took upon him the 


form 
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In 


\ form of a Servant, and was made in the likeneſs of 
Men : And being found in faſhion as a Man, he hum- 
bled himſelf, and became Obedient unto Death, even 
the Death of the Croſs. Wherefore God alſo hath high 

ly Exalted him, and given him a Name which « he 
every Name : That at the Name of Jeſus every Knee 
ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, and things in Earth, 
and things under the Earth ; And that every Tongue 
ſhould confeſs, - that Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord, to 'the 
Glory of God the Father. 


III. The Third and Laſt Thing that our B. 
Saviour tells his Diſciples the H. Ghoſt, his 
PARACLET, would reprove or convince the 


World of at his Coming, is Judgment, —_ 
the Prince of thus World #s judged. 


Nothing had expos'd the Son of God more- to 
the Scorn and Deriſion of the World, than that 
Unexampled Patience and Meekneſs wid which 
he ſuffer'd all the Indignities that were caſt upon 
him, never making any other Returns than Kind- 
neſs ro his greateſt Enemies, and Prayers unto 
God for chem. When he was reviled, be reviled 


not again : When he [uffered, he threatned not (c). He 6): Perii.n3- 


was oppreſſed, and he was afflifted, yet he opened not 
his Mouth : He was brought as a Lamb to the Slaugh- 


ter,, 


0 
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., ter, and as a Sheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo be 
(4) If Ji. 7. opened not his Mouth (d). Fe did not ftrive, nor 
() Marait' cry, neither did any man hear his voice m the Streets. (e). 
[This,. the' baſe and degenerous World imputed 

to his Impotence, and made * an Argument of 

his Guile, which was rather an Inſtance of his 

Love, and Goodneſs, and Compaſſion to Men. 

Thou that deſtroyeſt the Temple; and builde/t it m three 

daies, ſave thy ſelf : If thou be the Son of God, come 

(/ )Matrauvii, down fromthe Croſs ( f )! were the inſulting words 
- of the Jews, mocking him whilſt he lay labouring 
under -the Throws and the Agonies of Death. 

The Time of his Abode upon Earth was indeed 

2 Time of Sufferings: *Twas the Hour of his Ene- 

GLak: xi. mics, and the Power of Darkneſs (yg). © Bur when 
” once God had exalted him, and taken him up 
unto himſelf, ic was then fi he ſhould aſſert his 

Power and Godhead by his Judgments on the 

World, and that being Px down at the Right Hand 

of God, his Enemies ſhould be now made his Foot- 

(4) Pal. cx. 1 ſtool (þ). But the Heavens being to contam him un- 
yr Tee til the Times of the Reſtitution of all things (i), he 
could not come down preſently again on the 

Earth, ro execute Judgment in Perſon upon the 


+ Par4cte- World that had rejected him. Therefore he ſends 
TOS Vicarius 


TT the H. Ghoſt, who, as his PARACLET, his 


adverCſ. Val - ag : 
_— Great Reprelencative on Earth f, avenges him A 
- [ e 


En 
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the Authors and Inſtruments of his Sufferings.- 
Not one of them eſcap'd the Vengeance they de- 
ſcrv'd. Judas who betray'd him, had ſome time 
before, with unconceivable Horrour and Anguiſh 
of Mind , ended his wretched days (k). Herod (9) Nat > 
loſt his Tetrarchy, and, with his Inceſtuous Fe. , 


rodias, died in ment ll, Pilate was pur out I hwy Pry 
of his Government, grew weary of his Lite, and 99.4% _”_ 


became his own Muedever X. Butnotto ini 1 *Fuſcb Hiſt, 


on Judgments upon Particular Perſons, to whom i" 
God's afflicting Providences are ſo variouſly X Nic oh, Gu 
and ſo unaccountably adminiſtred in this World, iv 4. C2. 4+ 
what became rather of the Jews and Romans, AER ie 
thoſe two great Nations that had combin'd ies 
ro put him to Death ? They were deſtroyed by 5,9 (& 
the Sword of his Mouth" (1), and by the mighty id; 4ed- 
Power of his Spirit (m). The Jews were his moſt quo Chriſt 


f, Ini- 


deadly Enemies, but they ſoon felt the terrible que & injufle 
Effects ' of that direfull Imprecation which they (IRev-xix.r6. 
made upon themſelves and their Poſterity, when )*Thtis: 
they cried out at his Crucifixion, His Blood be on 
15, and on our Children (n)! No ſooner was the (») Mar. xvii, 
Lord aſcended unto his Glory, and the PARA: © 
CLET came down , but the Chriſtian Church 
prevail'd o'er the Jewiſh Synagogue. Their Pom- 
pous Temple was deſtroy” d, the daily —_— 
ceas d (0), The Abomination of Deſolatic: Pr9d * 

E their 


_—_ 
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(p) Mart xiv. thei Holy Place (p), and 'the Divine Juſtice lefc 
” not purſuing chem till they were nolonger a Na- 
tion, As for the Romans, never was the Hand of 
God more remarkably ſeen m any thing than in 
t/54.D. Au- the Overthrow of their Empire #4, which, at the 


ruſt, de Civit, 


Dei. & Ofor. Birth of our Saviour, was at the Height and Top 
hs, Pagan” of all its Glory. All the Mighty Nations the 


qa 


com ire See Earch were T ributary to it, and there was an U- 
eur. niverſal Peace in all its Provinces. 'Bur after his 
Aſcenſion, and the Deſcent of the PA RACLET, 
it began viſibly ro decline. "The Rhme, the Da- 
anb, and the Euphrates, which were before the 
Bounds of its Greatneſs, and over which it was 
certain Death for any Barbarous Nation to-pals, 


Romulus &- ſaw their Banks cover'd wich Swarms of a Sava 
rorng 


| = nn and Unknown People, that fpred over it like Lo- 
ie .cuſts. Rome it ſelf, which was call'd the Eternal 
vines, eee; City II, that Name of Blaſphemy * -mention'd by 


peteftace rege- St, John in his Revelation (q), which ſaid T fit a 


bat Urbem i 


ternam. Amm. 
Marerilin. Is Oueen, 1 fhall ſeeno ſorrow, 1 ſhall never be mo- 


iv. ved (7); Thar proud City, the Mother of Spiritual 
om Whoredoms, the Seat-of all the Idolarries and 
bf ns op Abominations of the Earth, Drunk with the Blood of 
Prop emis. the Samts, and of the Martyrs of Jeſus ( {), was 
(9) xiii.t. fack't by the Goths and Vandals. 

(/)zvii.s,6. But T haſten to that Judgment which our Lord 


rells his Diſciples the H. Ghoft, his PARACLET, 


would. 


I W—_— —— 
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would more particularly execute on the Devi], 
the Chict Author of his Deach, and of his Suffer- 
ings. For it was he that had moſt bitterly Perſe- 
cared him in the: whole Courſe of his Life, tempt- 
ng. }uds to: berray him, animating Herod and 
Pate, the Jews and Romans, tohis Deſtruction. 

Our Lord calls hinv here 6 2234 74 ubyus rr, 
The Prince of this Warld, So he had call'd him 
ewice before. Now i the Judgment of this World : 
Now ſhall the Prince of this World: be caſt out (t). © Þhii.31- 
And again, The' Prince of this World cometh, and 
hath nothing in me (u.) Ss. Pard calls him yer (9) —*iv 30- 
ſomewhit more. even The GOD of this World (x). &) > Coriv-4 
Theſe were ſome of the Uſual Names and Appel- 
lacions by which the Devil was Known and: Un- - 
derſtood among _the-Jews +,. who thereby intend- | ;:4 poaif: 
ed to expreſs that Empire which he had ar that i*%1ur. & 
time' over the whole World, har little corner of {ran = 
ic where: they dwelt, Paleſtine, only excepted. Ver. 31. 
There indeed the true God was Confeſs'd ; for #: 
JudaGod was known, bis Name was great in Iſrael ( y): (1) PEIaxvie: 
Bur every where clſe, a dark Night cf Idolatry 
and Paganiſm cover'd the face of the Earth, and 
Wretched Men forſaking the God that made them (xc), (<Oharanall 
paid Religious Service to the Devil , He had * Tote paſſin 
Sumpruous and Magnificent Temples erected tO rum poicks 
his Honour: Glorious and Goodly Shrines, which 13,37... 4 c- 

b ” WY were 


te een 
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wmibur prepe- were every day throng'd with vaſt Mulcitudes of 


moadiim Genti- 


5: © 8atieni- W/orſhippers of all Countries under Heaven. He 
bur. Ub19, ex- 


rabant Delubrs had all the Rites and Ceremonies of a Public 


in ilizus Fieno- 


 2e/2 er688, wh:- and Solemn Miniſtrarion appointed him : Fla-- 


Ara, ubig; » a > ol 
012. mins and Prieſts ordain'd to attend and to ſerve 


Re Lax at his Alrars ; which ſent up a Cloud of Incenſe 


menc. ia Luc. 


adicript. Tit? cowards Heaven, and reck'd with the Blood of 


in AuQuar.Bi- che Vi&tims that were offer'd him : But that Mur- 


vl. 20a, Parr. 


Tom. i, therer (a) chiefly delighted in Human Sacrifices +. . 


(s)Toh viiiqe / : NF : 
+ Eucb. P:=- Parents made him a Burnt Offering of theig Chil. 


at. Evang. 5 R R 
Pf. cp1s Oren, and drown'd the Cries of the Dying In- 


LPT nocents with the Noiſe of Drums and Cymbals. 


vin.Inflitlidi. He had Veſtals and Holy Virgins conſeerated to 


Cap. 21. 


Minue. Feliz. him. He had Augurs, and Sybils, and Prophe- 


—Srway n:-telſes that ſpake' in his Name, and deliver'd his 

45% bb: ii Oracles ro Men, when they conſulted him about 
2 53-5: Fnure Events. 

Our Lord then tells his Diſciples in the Text, 

that the PARACLET at his Coming would o- 


verthrow this Empire which the Devil had ſet up 


in the World; and this Prediction was molt cx-. 


atly accompliſhed at the. Deſcent of the H. Ghoſt. 
For that Blefled Spiric coming down on the A+ 
poſtles, arm'd them with ſuch an irreſiſtible Pow- 
er, that they ſoon led Captive the Prince of this 
World, Wherever .they went, by the Doctrine 


which they preach'd, and. the mighty Works 
| which 


XUM 
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which they did for the Proof and Confirmation of 
it, they deſtroy'd his Kingdom, and ler up the 
Kingdom of. Chrilt : They beat down his Idola- 
rrous Temples, and built Churches on their Ru- 


ines ®: "They overturn'd his Altars, and erected « puns. pee. 
the Triumphant Croſs : They ſtruck dumb his fEv2ns-lib. 


IV. CAD. 4. 


Oracles +, and publiſh'd aloud in all places the glad t 14: ibid lib. 


oO , , V.Cap. 16, KC. 
Tidings of the Goſpel : and by that means convinc”d 1d. Demonſt. 


the Unbeleving World that That impure Spirit, who in Pro __ 


in Proem, © 
had ſo long reign'd in the Earth, whole Noſtrils On re 
had been fed with the Steams and Fumes of fo ma- ders tht fog 


' ny Sacrifices, was now Judg d and Concemn'd, :5waias 
| om I 
and That Jeſus who had been Crucified, and who * *«iw v 


Ta {ngnerh 


face at the Right Hand of God, was the only God iximu, 4 
and Lord. — 


When the H. Ghoſt came down, and afliſted v9 
the Apoſtles in Preaching up Jeſus, and the 
Power of his Reſurrettion (b), then fell Satan as g pia.1i.co. 
Lightning from Heaven (c) ; who had laid, I will (ry, 18. 
exalt my Throne above the Stars of God, 1 will be like 
the moſt High (d), No ſooner did the Light of (@16.xv.::, 
the Goſpel, by the Miniſtry of theſe Holy Men, '* 
diſplay its Beams o'er the benighted World, but 
the Powers of Darkneſs vaniſh'd, and fled ar its 
Glorious Appearance. T ke Devil could not bear 
thar Light, which diſcover d the  Impoſture he - 
had kept the World under for lo many Ages. 
How 
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How Abſoluce was he: i the World before, 
when all the Mighty Kingdoms of the Earth-paid 
him Homage, and were daily proſtrate at the 
foor of his Altars | Well might he be call'd The 
Prince of this World, who Reign'd on this: ſide 
Heaven with fo uncontroal'dan Empire, and to 
whom were offer'd the Vows,. the Supplications, 
and Prayers of che Idolatrous Nations. Some 
worthip'd hin under one Name, forme Tnder a: 
nother : bur under thoſe Various Names he had 
thoſe Divine Honours| paid him that were due to 
the only Supreme God. For whar were all thoſe 

— Falſe Divinities of the Gentile World but Impure 
m_ o.- Dxzmons ||, who-neſtl'd in thoſe UnhallowedPla- 


—— ces where thoſe Divinitics were Worſhip'd F, and 


pruag.  _ _ under thoſe Various Names + drew unto them. 
qo ſelves the Adorations of Mankind'? This is evi- 
." i impwi dent from Scripture, where the Worſhip of Hea- 
Starurs,&lme- then Gods and Idols (that is,, of thoſe Spiritual 


—— [aviſible Intelligences, which che Idolacrous World 
ſcent; &ofi- thought to reſide in the Viſible Objects of its Wor- 


iu [uo authori- 
—_—— ſhip : in ſome Naturally, as in the Heavenly and 
mins conſe- F.lementary Bodies; in others, by the Virtue of 


% 


opener Ver Magical Confecrations and: Teleſms [|, as in lma- 
— ges, and'the like Artificial Repreſentations) is ex- 
oY preſly cerm'd'a Worſhip of Devils (e). Fhus, the 
in Oda. > Apoſtat Tſraelites, who made their Children. paſs 
through 


XUM 
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through the fire to Malech, the Abomination of verbabOyper- 
the dmmonites, and the ſame with Saturn, are ſaid lorum Varir. 
to have Saw ificed their Sons and Daughters unto De- bh 4, K 


ils (f ) The Things which the Gentiles ſacrifice, W_ p on oF 


nid 
fays the Apoſtle plainly, they ſacrifice to Devils, = 
and not to God ('s ). — he calls the Table xl ts = 


where they Caſtod, alter thole Sacrifices, in honour Martyr. 
of their Gads, the Table of Devils (þ). But what » fon pms 
is now become of all thoſe Falſe Divinicies which 35,2 07 


, epinatur ; as 
{warm'd in the 'World when Our Saviour came ini + 


minis ceuſd , 


1n it? They are gone : They are periſh d from the v4rie: fibi cul. 


tus per diverſs 


Earth! The Coming of che H. aGhoit, and the Regiomm con 
- reaching of the Golpel, has convincd the World titi: ramen aſ- 


that they were indeed but Devils; © and the932 "me 


* Nations who once worſhip'd chem, (We a- Divi "ii 
< mang the ceſt) worſhip now the Great God, ibv.cap.27- 
« the Creator of Heaven and Earth; and hives Dk 
< the knees before the Lord Jeſus, che Saviour ous wie 0 


&© and the Redeemer of the World *. I yu —_— 
: & .Athe- 


nag. legat, pro Chriſtianis. Aaiugmor of ir my O0y 'Orouan War fs Exnjvor 
Tir. Sczigtor Reſponſ.,ad Orthod. utlupr. || Rapere ad ſe Damanis , O& 


oumem Spiritum immundum, per —_— ng Mor - hb. de I- 
dolql. ;{-) Ravel. ix. 20. See a{o Lev. xvii Deur. xxatii. 17. — — XI. 15. 
&c. (f ) Pra). cvi. 37. (g) 1.Cor. x. 26, (k) Ibid. Vail. 44, *-Mi..adede Dilc. 
onJervm. x. 11. pag, 193. 


How ſucceſsfully did che Holy Apoſtles +, and f'595 


wav n Beors 


the Firlt Preachers of Chriſtianity, aſſiſted by the $:&ir = 5- 


Spiric of God, go up and down the World ec- ry oY 
cting Churches on the Ruins of Idolatry ! How AT Jon, 


did. oo 6d 5608. 


CC —_—_—_—————— - —— 
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« ua did they every-where, by the Mighty Power that 

Eero T6 STUM - 

<=5. a«i- went along, with them, ſhake the Foundations of 
A o «13 . . 

ns the Devil's Kingdom | How did they expole to 

260008 3, View the Impious Cheats, the Obſcene Myſteries, 

"Ox lu TH 


Habitable Earth, where the Goſpel was not 
Preach'd; and in few Years more the whole 
World in a manner became. Chriſtian, Where- 


ever Chriſtianity appear'd, the Devil was forc'd 
to quit his Idolatrous Temples: He was aw'd by 


the Preſence of the meaneſt Chriſtian coming 


} Cam Diirſurr 1nto them || : His Service and Sacrifices grew into 


3 117901 


ſhtat aliquitSi. Contempt : His Prieſts withdrew into Corners and 


t : : 1 
- Torew , ſacra Villages : His forſaken Oratorics were raz'd, 


rullo mode 


ran,” © or fell of themſelves to the Ground; and if ſome, 
 Cimenim 94i- for the Beauty or Conveniency of their Structure, 


dam 


/znifemis were thought worthy to be prelery'd, they be. 


rene, impeſits CANC the Manſions of the H. Ghoſt, and the 
ront:i , . 4 
Do; erin, Name of Feſus was Invocated in them. [hen a 


Qt. D wvin. Otrong Man armed keepeth his Palace, his Goods are in 

Inftic. lib. iv. Peace, ſays our B. Saviour, forctelling this De- 

Cap. 27. | 1 ; 

« Jade Religio ſtruction of the Devils Temples ; But when a 

ris. Cl. Sarrz Stronger than he ſhall come upon him, and overcome 

him 
p 


— 
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him, be taketh from him all his' Armour wherem he nl) Eph Po 
truſted, and divideth his Spoils (i). Superſtitio nity” 


Pagir, ubi tenaciere cults Ruftici ſus Numing aderabent: Corti yn fu 
” _ bh _ perſeveraret, cimm ab Urbibue —_— exterminate. 
The Ceaſing of Oracles, which at the time of 
our Saviour's appearance began to be very rare, 
but were not perfetly Silenc'd till the Deſcent of 
the PARACLET, and in proportion to the Pro- 
grels which Chriſtianity made in the World, is a 
Famous Inſtance of what the H. Ghoſt did then in 
it: Yiz, ſcatter'd thoſe Evil Spirits that abus'd the 
Credulicy and Simplicity of Mankind, chac'd 
away the Father of Lies (&), that he ſhould deceive (4)Jotwviii.q4. 
the Nations , uo more (1). ' This I obſerve again, (/) Rev. xx. 3. 
becauſe it was then much taken notice of, not on- 
ly by Chriſtians +, but by the very Heathens t Vid fopea. 
themſelves ||; who were amaz'd at that unuſual. | Cicer.deDi- 


vinat. Lib. ii. 


Silence, and wonder'd the Gods did not anſwer Porphyr. apud 


their Worſhippers as formerly. Plutarch , we Ev. Lib. v- 

know, wrote a Book about it ®. Tl%ei ngv = 
Now, how the World has been convinc'd by this tum 

remarkable Judgment which our Lord after his freer Opule 

Aſcenſion executed on the Devil, the Prince of this 

World, by ſending the PARACLET, I think I 

need not loſe time to ſhew you : Ic being That 

which has moſt evidently demonſtrated that That 

Jeſus rauſt needs be a Great and a Mighty God 


who has thus overcome the Devil by the Force of 
m_ F his 


2 
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his Spirit, and has. wreſted the Worldly Power and 
Empire out of his hands. "Tis that which has 
opened the Eyes of Men, that were before blinded 
with Ignorance and Prejudice,: and: turned them 


from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan 


(s) AQ xvi. tanto God (m). *T'is That which has ſee up Chriſt's 


Throne in the World, and made thoſe that were 
before the Devil's moſt Zealous Voraries, become 


Converts, renounce him (as we do {tflly at the Sa- 
_ ered Fonts, and Profeſs themſelves the faithful 


+ The Arcient Soldiers and Servants of our Lord +. Wheteby you 


wg f BY” fee how exactly our Saviour's Promiſe te his Dif- 


ciples has been fulkillet ; -Niviychvlſs,” 7 tell yon 
the 7 ruth; h s expedient for yore that T 99 away: 
For if I go not away, the PARACLET will not come 
unto you; but if 1 depart, T will fentt hi anto you. 
And when be is come, he will reproye the World of 
Sim; | and of Righteouſneſs, and of Judgment : Of Si, 
becauſe they believe not on me ; Of Righteouſneſs, br- 
.., rauſe TI go to my Father, and ye fee me no more; O 
Judgment, becauſe the Prince of this World is judyed. 
The Conſideration of thefe Fhings, | fear, 
has carried me too far. For who can ſufficiently 
repeat the Mighty Changes which the H. Ghoſt 
wrought inthe World at his Cotning ?- the Glg- 
rious Triumphs of our Lord over all his Enemies 
on Earth, after his Fxaltation at the Right Hand 
of his Father * But I muſt forbear. Therefore to 
Conclude, You 
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: > Yau haye heard that the End of the Coming of 
the PARACLET' was to do theſe Three Things. 
L . To-Yindigate-the Truch of our Saviour's Miſ- 
ſ109,.4þ tohisAffice; and ro:ſhew thac he: was the 
vety Ghuiſt;: ſent from God, and 'therefore that 
tis @ very great Sin, not to believe on bim. II. To 
Vindicate his Righteouſneſs or Innoccncy, as to 
his Lite and Gonverlazion among Men, fromthe 
unjult.Calumnies' and Reproaches of the World : 
and That by ſhewing how. God had raiſed him 
from the Dead, taken him up from the Earch, and 
ſcated hing next to his Divine Majeſty in Heavenly 
Places, which'tis not conceivable God would have 
done, had he deſerv'd_ the ill Uſage he receiv'd 
among Men. II, To avenge him on all his 
Enemies, bring them like ſo many condemn'd 


Caprives at the Foot of his Throne, qnd ſlay then 


before his face,. who would not have this Great King 
to Reign over them (n); elpecially to avenge him 
on the Devil, The Prince of this World, by over- 
throwing his Kingdom, caſting him our of his 
Idolatrous Temples, and cauſing the Name of Je- 
ſus to be Magnified in-the World. You have 
heard haw eminencly All theſe Things have come 
to pals. | We bave heard with our ears, O God! Our 
Fathers have told us, what. Work thou didſt in their 
days, in the Time of old (0) ! 


(n)Luk,xix.27 


(0) PC. xliv. 1. 


Now, the beſt Uſe that we can make of this 


F 2_ Dil-- 


hs. 
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(p) Matt. xvi. 
27. 


Diſcourſe, is, to be confirm'd by it in the Belief of 
Chriſtianity, that Bleſſed Religion by which alone- 
we can hope to be Eternally Saved: That is to- 
lay, in- the Belief of Jeſus, his Life, his Death, 
his DoEtrine, his Miracles, his RefurreRion, his 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, the Power he has now o- 
ver the Quick and the Dead, and the Final Judy- 
ment. he will accordingly. paſs and execute on All 
atthe Laſt Day, when he ſhall come to reward 
every Man according to bis Works (p).—For theſe: 
are the Things thar I call Chriſtianiry, all others 
being but Superſtruftures on this Great Foundari- 
on. The World can have now no Plea for its 
Infidelity, if, it docs not believe in this Jeſus, and 
in this Religion, after the Truth of it has been 
atteſted by.ſo many. Inſtances of a. Divine Power 
going along with it, and ſetting ir up againſt all 
Oppolitions of Devils, and of Men. And this F 
mention, becauſe I know how many there are 
who do really queſtion the Truth of our moſt 
Holy. Faith in this Sceprical and Degenerate Age. 
We abound with certain Vain and Frothy Men; 
who are not afraid to--Scoft openly at Chriſtiani- 
ty; and Theſe would pals in the World forthe 
Great Maſters of Reaſon, Men of true Latitude 
of Thought, who will nor-be -enſlav'd by Opini- 
ons grounded only on the Report of Prieſts, that 


tell chem I know not whart Stories of one - Jeſus, 
and 


I — —— —_— . _—  - od 


— 
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arid the Mighty Works done- by him hit, beeauſe 'cis 
their Trade to Preach up theſe Things, and theig 


Intereſt ro have them Behev'd. *Tis TAP 
deed, 'that chis Spirir of Infidelity poſe: 
ſes the World, after all that God hath done'to 
Comvmee it, and to' aſcertain the Truth -of 'Our': 

Holy Religion ! God no ſooner made- Man, bur- 

he Reveal 'd himſelf-to'! him. He appear'd fre- 
quently ro the Patriarchs in the Firſt Ages of the: 

World: - Ufider the Law,/-he: gave a-very clear” 
Knowledge of himſelf to Mankind, inſpiring Pro- 
phets, -and- ſending- chem in his- Name. Bur in- 
theſe laft Days; ' he bas ſpokft unto us by bis own Son} 
who being the Brightneſs of bis Glory, and tht expreſs 
pn eh of his Perſon (q), came down on the Earth, (g)Heb. 3.2.1. 

made himſelf like unto- one-of - us; that he 

might more-familiarly converſe among Men.'-He 

ng all the Prophe colesthat had beerr given tma-- 
ny Ages before; -as' Toure know him by-wher: 

ro came: He ſpake ſo 45:no Marv ever ſpake (r): (r) Joh. vii. 46: 
And: he ſea d the Pyuth 'of his Dorme by ſuck 
Miracles; as none could do bur He tharthad' alt 
the Powers 'of Natutefubje&t.» rochis 'Qorninand! 

And 'whewhehad: finiſhid whar he came to do or - 
che Earth, when by-a+Freeiand YVolumary'Oblaei- -; _... +» 
on-of hinaſelf upon che Croſs/ht had raade-Atone- 
menr/ for the Sins of :the: whole:World;| he refs 

locally fromthe :Dead;-:ahdointhe: Sight oof 


many 


-+& Sermaat2r 064 VEE 1 JG 
— Magn 6hkenr up 1000; Wigavene: 
Preſently: aker; his” Alcerlion che Jent he Þ wma 
CLET; 0! _ that be, had, = 9r: done 

$411} [Thad | P1645; $aME.;[5QWN, and 

lr New Sige> and Woods bytghe hangs af. 
his Apoſtles; (They fpako wich T 0nguch, Andi 
the: Name of Jeſus they | agſt 'out Devils, "They, 
were endued :wich ſuch Wildom and: Veroye rom! 
abt, tharchey draly after them. the. Admidatian; 

of-the World, ho; Heatheos: crying ON That the 
Gods were come down on'tbe Farth m the likeneſs -of 

(7 At xiv. Mey.(/).., be Effects of this Miraculous Power 
of the. Gboſt.accompanying them, Were, 1n,V#-. 
xy-lile time ſep through all the- World, The 

114 Devil's, Kingdom ' was overthrown; his Oradles 
were filene'd, 'the Temples of the Idols were de- 
m1gliſhed; Paganiſm was Þyas: down, and Chit 
Gianityprevail'd,: wherever. it appear'd;: Theſe 
are plain Matrers/of Fad, ;dlivered down-t2 ws 
' by Credible Hiſtexy;. and. by the | Conſtant and 
Univerlþb Tradition of all Now; it! Men 
will-ndt-be; @vine'd by th Things, whas;.cad 
God demore:tb. Convince them? ' They thaticath 
doubt. afrer this, neither would they be perſuaded, 

(+) Lukavi.zr. Jo. not) ay though/ one roſe from the Dead (t.),1i lor 
That/-our: Lord! hath done, :and; a great 
more;,| for':their- Cauvidion zo but; thb A. | Vaige 
{bould {pcak unto! thera froth Hicaven, | 


* 
-—_—"”_” a 
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' Andihete I eanfiot Eonteal my Thoughts, that 
Infidelity, of 4-Denial of che Truths Chriſti- 
anity now, that” is, ſince the * Deſcent of 'the H. 
Ghoft, verymauch ſufpe&rg be char tremendous 
Sin and Blaſphemy' againft the H. Ghoſt, . which 
our  Lotd SA AGies ro' be Unpardonable in 
this Workd; $9d!in- 'that which is to come. | 
am contfidunt'y Mar: #* Thar Siti can be com- 


mitepdi now, ja" be This:; 'or, I know not. 


what it is; | Fi "ſay. 3onto yon, all manner of Sin and 
Blaſphemy 
Say ur-\ "Bt 


Bu the "Blaſphehy avis the H. "Ghoſt 


Prali- not be forgiven anto we whoſotVer Jpeak- | 


eh awd dy ainft the Son. of Man, i fhall be forg l- 


ver bir z "bet whoſoever {peaketh againſt the Fd. Ghoſt, 


«ſhall note fopy; ent. him, iether in this World, 


urither ih the WD 6 bhle (1).” * Otir Lord "I TY Ji; 
ares a'Diffeeence'beewwixg Sinning agairiſt the Son *” 


of Man (that is; againſt himſelf )- and Sinning 


againlt che H. Ghott They that were Guilty of --- -« 
Sin againſt $2 $64 of Man, were the Jews, who © 
liv'd in/out Seviout's time, faw his Miracles, and. 


yet did not bekeve of &. And tho this no 
doubr, was' # very" 'gtg Sia, fevertheleſs upon 


Suppoſtion ef: ch tage and Acknbwledg: 
ment of hit, if BN Wooly be expec- 
red from thole Suites Ita [57 tht God was yet 
to make uſc of ir Wk: Hon, had fil room 


* ſhall be forgiven” unto Men, ſays our B.. 


left— 


| Feng PX 
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Icft for Pardon. ' For, when the-Lord laid this, he 
was nor yer Riſen, he was not-yet Alcended into 
his Glory, andthe; PARACLET/ was not. yet come 
down. _ All theſe Grear Eyidences. of Chriſtianicy 
were ſtill wanting, to leave them withour excule. 
And doubtleſs many were Conpmcrd by them, that 
did not at farft, hebevg. ,. Bus[They are Guilty. of 
Sin and Blaſphemy ognink the H. Ghoſt, who have 
E liv'd ſince «. Man; eſtation' of char Blefled!Spirir, 
Mrothec. E- and have heard of all the Mighty Things he: has 
mm hc in the World co atteſt che Truths. of Chri- 
fo wrought in the {t ct of C 
eres. Ttianiry, and yer contigue-in their Unhelief. 1: This, 
, 9 Pars our, Lord declares to be Unpardonable, becauſe 
iP > nk Chri- Pardon preluppoſerh Repenrance and Faith in our 
vigebar, inſs- Saviour ; but Faith muſt procced from a Convic- 
Fiinitem bief. tion of the Mind; and They whom-theſe. Thin 


nes ,4 - l . 5 
phemantes will not Convince, can never be, Convinc'dz Be n 


air wg, lies (ince the Deſcent of the H. Ghoſt, ,no;New Reve- 
ilas, quandii Jation is to be look'd for, all Extraordinary Dil. 


auravere, con- 


rewpſerixr, oe penſations Are ceas'd ; The may of the H. 
wy, ae Ghoſt was the Laſt that God had refoly'd to uſe 


_ Spiritui 


nfo #ribui- for the Conviftion of Men, and we muſt expet no 
"Gowns O6. Other F, Therefore They that doubr ſtill aber this, 


be only muſt doubt on for ever ; Their Caſc is deſperate; 


«:«, jublaram and they mult be abandon'd to their own perverſe 


eſſe omnem wve- 


nia pom; qui and Reprobarte Senle. GOD, in his Infinic Mercy, 
> ren preſerve us all from Hardneſs of Heart, and from 


expeFarsi debet. 


(x) Heb. x.29, doing deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace (x). AMEN. 
THE END. 


